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Overview

 Wildfire Smoke Program 

 Air Quality Monitoring & 
Website Resources

 Wildfire Smoke and Health

 Air Quality Alerts

 Health-Protective Actions

 Outreach Tools

Rey Fire, 2016
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Wildfire Smoke Program – Preparation 
& Partnership

@OurAirSBC

 All hands on deck

 Work jointly with Public Health

 Issue bilingual Air Quality Alerts

 Attend inter-agency briefings

 Monitoring and forecasting 

 Health-protective measures for 
indoor air quality 



Air Quality 
Monitoring

 APCD collects particulate matter (PM) 
data countywide from permanent 
monitors:

 PM 2.5: Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, 
Lompoc, Santa Ynez, Goleta, and 
Carpinteria (coming soon)

 PM 10: Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, 
Lompoc, Goleta, and Las Flores 
Canyon

 We also have installed 40+ PurpleAir
sensors throughout the county 

 PM 2.5 (smoke) and PM 10 (ash) are the 
pollutants of concern with wildfires 

@OurAirSBC
Thomas Fire, 2017



Air Quality Data 
on Our Website

www.OurAir.org/todays-air-quality

 Today’s Air Quality & Forecasts 
webpage with rolling 24 hours’ 
worth of data and three-day 
forecast (today, tomorrow, next 
day)

 EPA Fire & Smoke Map combines 
permanent monitoring stations 
and air quality sensors: 
https://fire.airnow.gov/

 Wildfire Emergency splash page

@OurAirSBC



Wildfire Smoke & Health
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 Smoke and ash contain 
particulate matter (PM)

 PM harms the lungs and 
heart

 Sensitive groups are 
especially vulnerable to 
health effects

 Sensitive groups: Kids, 
seniors, pregnant women, 
people with heart and/or lung 
conditions



Air Quality Alerts
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 Goal is to issue Alerts before air 
quality becomes Unhealthy

 Alerts are issued with County Public 
Health 

 Smoke from wildfires hundreds of miles 
away can also travel to Santa Barbara 
County

 Alerts are issued in English and Spanish

 During smoke events, it’s important to 
pay attention to dynamic current 
conditions as well as the daily forecasts

www.OurAir.org/subscribe



Health-Protective 
Actions

 The best protection against wildfire smoke is to 
stay indoors as much as you can

 Buy or make a HEPA device to create a 
“clean air room” at home: 
www.OurAir.org/clean-air-rooms

 Keep windows and doors closed and well-
sealed

 Don’t exercise outdoors

 Check air quality readings to see when 
conditions improve

 AQI chart

 Eyes and nose

 N-95 masks are a great tool for people who 
must work outside

Whittier Fire, 2017
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Outreach Tools
 Sharing information about “clean 

air rooms”

 Infographics and new videos

 Clean Air Centers

 Working with partners to 
encourage people to sign up for Air 
Quality Alerts – via text & email
 Ag Commissioner’s Office

 County OEM

 CARB

 Activity chart for schools
 Can provide bilingual content for 

newsletters, social media, etc.

2020 Smoke Transport
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Alisal Fire, 2021
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