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Board Agenda Item

TO: Air Pollution Control District Board 

FROM: Aeron Arlin Genet, Air Pollution Control Officer 

CONTACT: Emily Waddington, Air Quality Specialist, (805) 979-8334 

SUBJECT: Additional Funding for Woodsmoke Reduction Program 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Consider recommendations as follows: 

1. Approve and authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO) to accept $213,104 from the
California Air Resources Board (CARB) to continue the District’s implementation of the
Woodsmoke Reduction Program as outlined in the Woodsmoke Reduction Program - Program
Guidelines - Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Appropriation;

2. Delegate authority to the APCO to sign a Grant Agreement with CARB, included as Attachment 1
to the resolution;

3. Delegate authority to the APCO to sign installer agreements that are approved by Counsel,
Auditor, and Risk Management and which shall meet the program requirements established by
CARB; and

4. Approve and adopt the attached Resolution in the Matter of Continued Participation in CARB’s
Woodsmoke Reduction Program.

BACKGROUND: 

The Woodsmoke Reduction Program (Program) helps households voluntarily replace an uncertified 
wood-burning stove, fireplace insert, or fireplace used as a primary source of heat with a cleaner-
burning and more efficient heating device. The Program mitigates neighborhood impacts and achieves 
emission reductions in criteria air pollutants, toxic air contaminants, and greenhouse gases by reducing 
the amount of woodsmoke emitted from fireplaces and wood stoves in the county.  
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The Program is designed to maximize benefits to low-income communities and households who are 
able to qualify for a higher voucher amount up to $10,000 towards replacement of their current wood-
burning heating device. The Program also includes a standard voucher amount of up to $5,000. The 
Program is operated by the District in accordance with CARB’s Woodsmoke Reduction Program’s 
guidelines1. State funds to support the Program come from California Climate Investments, a 
statewide program that puts Cap-and-Trade dollars to work improving public health, particularly in 
disadvantaged communities. More information on the District’s program is available at 
www.ourair.org/heatclean. 
 
With your Board’s approval, the District has implemented three cycles of the Woodsmoke Reduction 
Program starting with a pilot program approved in March 2017 with Resolution 17-04. The first state-
funded program was approved in June 2018 with Resolution 18-10. Most recently, the District 
implemented the third iteration of the program, which was also state-funded, and approved in October 
2019 with Resolution 19-16. Overall, the Program has completed 133 change-out projects, with 87 (or 
90% of funding) going to change-outs located in low-income communities or households. The District 
has expended $470,562 on the Program overall with a cost effectiveness of $3,787 per ton of 
particulate matter 2.5 microns or less (PM2.5) reduced and $1,992 per ton of ozone precursors 
(reactive organic compounds and oxides of nitrogen) reduced.  
 
DISCUSSION: 

Woodsmoke emitted from fireplaces and wood stoves accounts for approximately 30 percent of 
wintertime PM2.5 emissions in the county. Woodsmoke also emits ozone precursors, greenhouse 
gases, black carbon, and other toxic air contaminants. Every year, the District receives complaints 
about neighborhood impacts due to wood-burning stoves and fireplaces. By authorizing the acceptance 
of funds for the Woodsmoke Reduction Program, your Board will allow the District to continue to 
implement this successful cost-effective program that provides valuable health benefits to community 
members and improves air quality. 

CARB released current Woodsmoke Reduction Program Guidelines on February 15, 2023 in 
accordance with the state’s greenhouse gas reduction goals. One significant change to the guidelines is 
the focus on the replacement of wood stoves and fireplaces with electric heaters, such as electric air-
source heat pumps and electric fireplace inserts.  Some wood-burning heaters that have proven low 
PM emissions such as pellet, hybrid, catalytic, and select non-catalytic stoves and inserts are also 
eligible replacement devices. Natural gas stoves and fireplace inserts are no longer eligible 
replacement heaters. Heat pumps have many advantages in that they operate very efficiently, are easy 
to maintain, and provide both heat and cooling. The Program may allow participants who choose 
electric-powered replacements to use their existing wood-burning heater in the case of a power outage.  
 
Households located on tribal lands or in a disadvantaged or low-income census tract, as identified by 
state guidelines, are eligible for the Enhanced Incentive Voucher. Participants may also qualify for this 
higher voucher amount based upon their household income or if they participate in a federal or state 
low-income assistance program. The Enhanced Incentive Voucher provides up to $10,000 for eligible 
costs towards replacement with an electric heat pump and up to $5,000 for eligible costs towards 
replacement with all other eligible heater types. Participants who do not qualify for the Enhanced 
Incentive Voucher may qualify for a Standard Voucher. The Standard Voucher provides up to $5,000 
for eligible costs towards replacement with an electric heat pump and up to $2,500 for eligible costs 
towards replacement with all other eligible heater types. The voucher is applied towards the purchase 

 
 
1 https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/2021_2022_wrp_final_guidelines.pdf 
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of the new heating device and installation costs. The goal of the Program is to distribute at least 75% 
of funds to low-income or disadvantaged communities and households and those located on tribal 
lands. Funds must be liquidated by June 30, 2025. 

The replacement heater must be purchased and installed by a participating installer who has signed an 
agreement with the District. Participating installers are appropriately licensed according to the CARB 
Guidelines and ensure that the new heater meets local building permit requirements. The District 
contracted with two fireplace maintenance businesses to implement past cycles of the Program. New 
agreements with heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) businesses with the ability to 
install heat pumps will be needed to implement this Program. So far District staff have identified 21 
HVAC businesses throughout the county with licenses that meet the Program requirements and that 
may install heat pumps.  
 
The Program will be advertised to Santa Barbara County residents with a focus on tribal lands, and 
low-income and disadvantaged communities. Initial outreach ideas include a news release with 
countywide media coverage through newspapers, online media, and social media, as well as 
collaboration with participating installers on outreach materials, outreach to local tribal organizations, 
and outreach at community events. Program materials will be translated to Spanish and will also 
include an educational component to increase awareness of the air quality impacts from woodsmoke 
and the benefits of using alternatives to wood-burning heaters. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Approval of the District’s continued participation in the Woodsmoke Reduction Program will allow 
the District to receive $213,104 in grant funding during Fiscal Year 2023-24, with a portion of that 
funding available to cover the District’s administrative work to implement the program (i.e., $192,570 
for project costs and $20,534 to the District for implementation costs). Additional funding may also be 
made available in future years. The Woodsmoke Reduction Program funds are included in the 
District’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2023-24. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

A. Board Resolution - Woodsmoke Reduction Program  



 

ATTACHMENT A 

Resolution in the Matter of Continued Participation in the 
California Air Resources Board’s  
Woodsmoke Reduction Program 

June 15, 2023 

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
Board of Directors 

260 San Antonio Road, Suite A 
Santa Barbara, California 93110 

 











Resolution in the Matter of 
Continued Participation in the 

California Air Resources Board’s  
Woodsmoke Reduction Program

ATTACHMENT #1  

Woodsmoke Reduction Program Grant Agreement
 #G21-WSRP-21 with the California Air Resources Board 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
California Environmental Protection Agency
California Air Resources Board 

  ASD/BCGB-337 (Rev 07/2020)

GRANT AGREEMENT COVER SHEET
 

GRANT NUMBER

G21-WSRP-21
NAME OF GRANT PROGRAM

Woodsmoke Reduction Program
GRANTEE NAME

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District
TAXPAYER’S FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

77-0384167
TOTAL GRANT AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED

$213,104.00

START DATE:  6/01/2023 END DATE: 6/30/2025
 

This legally binding Grant Agreement, including this cover sheet and Exhibits attached hereto and incorporated by reference 
herein, is made and executed between the State of California, California Air Resources Board (CARB) and Santa Barbara 
County Air Pollution Control District (the “Grantee or Subrecipient”).  
 
List of Exhibits: 
Exhibit A – Grant Provisions 
Exhibit A – Attachment 1 – Grantee Scope of Work 
Exhibit B – Required License 
Exhibit C – Budget Summary 
Exhibit D – Project Schedule 
Exhibit E – Insurance Waiver Forms and Examples 
Exhibit F – Woodsmoke Reduction Program – Program Guidelines Fiscal Year 2021-2022 

Grant is contingent on CARB receipt of a Board Resolution or Minute Order prior to funds being disbursed to Grantee.

This Agreement is of no force or effect until signed by both parties.  Grantee shall not commence performance until it 
receives written approval from CARB. 
The undersigned certify under penalty of perjury that they are duly authorized to bind the parties to this Grant Agreement. 

STATE AGENCY NAME GRANTEE’S NAME (PRINT OR TYPE)

California Air Resources Board Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
SIGNATURE OF ARB’S AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY: SIGNATURE OF GRANTEE

(AS AUTHORIZED IN RESOLUTION, LETTER OF COMMITMENT, OR LETTER OF DESIGNATION)  

TITLE

Branch Chief 

DATE TITLE

Air Pollution Control Officer
DATE

STATE AGENCY ADDRESS GRANTEE’S ADDRESS (INCLUDE STREET, CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE)

1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
260 N. San Antonio Road, Suite A, Santa Barbara, California 
93110

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDING
 AMOUNT ENCUMBERED BY THIS AGREEMENT PROGRAM PROJECT ACTIVITY

$213,104.00 3510000L32 N/A N/A 
 PRIOR AMOUNT ENCUMBERED FOR THIS AGREEMENT FUND TITLE FUND NO. 

 $0.00 Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 3228 
 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCUMBERED TO DATE (OPTIONAL USE) CHAPTER STATUTE 

$213,104.00  249 AB179 
APPR REF ACCOUNT/ALT ACCOUNT REPORTING STRUCTURE SERVICE LOCATION FISCAL YEAR (ENY)

101 5432000 39007100 88511 2021/22

I hereby certify that the California Air Resources Board Budget Office acknowledges that budgeted funds are available for the period and purpose of the 
expenditure stated above. 
 SIGNATURE OF CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD BUDGET OFFICE:
 

 DATE 
 

        
I hereby certify that the California Air Resources Board Legal Office has reviewed this Grant Agreement. 

SIGNATURE OF CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD LEGAL OFFICE:

 
 DATE 
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1 Under no circumstances should the Grantee exceed travel expenses and per diem rates set by CalHR. 
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Figure 2.  Approval Process 
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