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Board Agenda Item

TO: Air Pollution Control District Board 

FROM: Aeron Arlin Genet, Air Pollution Control Officer 

CONTACT: Molly Pearson, Planning Division Manager, (805) 961-8838 

SUBJECT: Facility Use Agreement with Orcutt Union School District 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Consider recommendations as follows: 

1. Authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer to execute a Facility Use Agreement between
the Orcutt Union School District (OUSD) and the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution
Control District (District) for the purpose of installing and operating an air monitoring
station at Lakeview Junior High School; and

2. Delegate Authority to the Air Pollution Control Officer to terminate the Facility Use
Agreement and execute an agreement similar to the attached agreement for an alternative
location, subject to review by District Counsel, Auditor-Controller, and Risk
Management, in the event that the location at Lakeview Junior High School is found to be
unsuitable.

BACKGROUND: 

Since 1999, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has operated a State and Local Air 
Monitoring Station (SLAMS) station in Santa Maria located near the intersection of South 
Broadway and Morrison Avenue. In 2018, CARB notified the District that they were interested 
in shutting down the station. Because the Santa Maria Valley is home to a large percentage of 
Santa Barbara County’s population, the District is interested in continuing to operate a SLAMS 
air monitoring station in the area. Also, Assembly Bill (AB) 1647 requires the District to operate 
a “refinery-related community air monitoring system” in the area of the existing asphalt refinery 
located off Sinton Road in the unincorporated area near Santa Maria. To date, CARB has 
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continued operating the existing Santa Maria monitoring station; however, they have recently 
conveyed that they plan to discontinue its operation as of January 1, 2021. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In order to maximize District resources and minimize the cost of implementation for both the 
District and the affected industrial facility, District staff evaluated numerous potential locations 
for air monitoring station locations, with the intent of installing a co-located monitoring station 
location that fulfills both the need for a SLAMS monitoring station in the Santa Maria Valley 
and the need for a refinery-related community air monitoring station. Staff contacted numerous 
organizations including the Orcutt Union School District, Santa Maria Airport, the City of Santa 
Maria, Santa Barbara County Parks & Recreation, Santa Maria YMCA, Santa Maria Joint Union 
High School District, Your Orcutt Youth Organization, and Church of Christ in Orcutt in an 
attempt to find a property at which to locate the monitoring station. Ultimately the District, 
working with the Orcutt Union School District, was able to identify a location at the southern 
end of the Lakeview Junior High School property that had access to electrical power and met 
EPA siting requirements for SLAMS stations. In addition to meeting these siting requirements, 
locating this station at Lakeview Junior High will provide for learning opportunities at the 
school, and will raise the community’s awareness of the District and its mission. 
 
District staff worked with District Counsel, OUSD staff and their counsel to develop the Facility 
Use Agreement that is included as Attachment A to this letter. The agreement allows for the 
temporary placement of a portable monitor that the District intends to install and operate for a 
short duration (approximately 1 to 2 months) prior to installing a permanent monitoring station. 
The portable monitor will measure pollutant values at the existing location and will help the 
District assess whether there are any existing emission sources that would bias the air monitoring 
data and make the location unsuitable for a permanent station. Staff recommends that your Board 
authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer to execute the attached Facility Use Agreement. 
 
In the event that the proposed location for a monitoring station (identified on the Site Map 
included with the Facility Use Agreement) is deemed unsuitable for a permanent monitoring 
station, staff recommends that that your Board delegate authority to the Air Pollution Control 
Officer to terminate the Facility Use Agreement and execute an agreement similar to the attached 
agreement for an alternative location, subject to review by District Counsel, Auditor-Controller, 
and Risk Management. This is recommended so that the District can expedite the installation and 
operation of an air monitoring station in the Santa Maria Valley, and avoid any data gaps that 
might be caused by the closure of the existing monitoring station operated by CARB. 
 
In summary, the District has local, skilled, technicians to install and operate a monitoring station 
at this key location within the County. The attached Facility Use Agreement will allow the 
District to continue this important service to the community and will also help fulfill the 
requirements of AB 1647. Installing an air monitoring station at a local junior high school is an 
exceptional opportunity to promote air quality education and awareness to local students and 
their families. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Rent associated with the Lakeview Junior High School site is $300 per month. This expense was 
included in the District’s Board-adopted budget for Fiscal Year 2020-21. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

A. Facility Use Agreement 

 



 

ATTACHMENT A 

Facility Use Agreement 

December 17, 2020 

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
Board of Directors 

260 San Antonio Road, Suite A 
Santa Barbara, California 93110 

 
















