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Results from the 2019 Vessel Speed Reduction Incentive Program 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive and file an update on the 2019 Vessel Speed Reduction incentive program. 

BACKGROUND: 

Large marine vessels transiting off the coast of Santa Barbara County are a major source of air 
pollution, as they emit significant amounts of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and other pollutants. Over 
the long term, international rules will require cleaner engines on newly built vessels, which will 
reduce NOx emissions from the marine shipping sector. However, it will take 10-20 years to 
phase out the older, dirty engines, and in the meantime, the marine shipping sector continues to be 
the largest source of ozone precursor emissions within the county. 

Reducing NOx emissions through voluntary incentives is a critical part of the District's strategy 
to help prevent exceedances of the state and federal ozone standards. The District's 2019 Ozone 
Plan, that was approved by your Board in December 2019, includes an inventory of ocean-going 
vessels and a discussion of the air quality impacts from this industry. 1 In recent years, the District 
and partners have implemented voluntary Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR) incentive programs for 
immediate air quality and whale protection benefits. Decreasing vessel speeds increases the fuel 
efficiency of most vessels and reduces emissions of multiple air pollutants, including NOx. 
Chapters 6 and 7 of the 2019 Ozone Plan include a description of the VSR program, and a 
commitment to continue to pursue emission reductions through VSR. 

1 The 2019 Ozone Plan is available at www .ourair.org/wp-content/uploads/2O19-12-19-Final-Plan.pdf. 

Aeron Arlin Genet, Air Pollution Control Officer 








