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 Board Agenda Item 
 

 

TO: Air Pollution Control District Board 

 

FROM: Aeron Arlin Genet, Air Pollution Control Officer 

 

CONTACT: Alex Economou, Air Quality Specialist (961-8894) 

 

SUBJECT: Electric Vehicle Charging Station Infrastructure Program 

              

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Establish the Fiscal Year 2018-19 Electric Vehicle Charging Station Infrastructure Program 

spending limit at an amount not to exceed $135,000 that includes: 

 

a) Grants for public entity projects; and 

 

b) Grants for private and nonprofit entity projects located at multi-unit dwellings with 20 or 

more units. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Air pollutants emitted from mobile sources such as passenger vehicles, transit buses, trucks and 

school buses are generally outside of the District’s regulatory scope. However, the District has 

actively pursued a variety of programs to reduce emissions from these sources. One such 

program is the District’s Electric Vehicle Charging Station Infrastructure Program (EVCS 

Program), which has been implemented since 2011 with a goal of accelerating the adoption of 

zero emission vehicles by offering more and convenient vehicle fueling options. At the state 

level, Governor Brown signed Executive Order B-48-18 in January 2018, setting a target of at 

least 5 million zero emission vehicles on California roads by 2030 and installation of 250,000 

electric vehicle charging stations by 2025. Currently there are over 400,000 electric vehicles on 

the road and approximately 4,500 public charging stations in California1. In Santa Barbara 

                                                      
1 Electric vehicles: www.veloz.org/. Charging stations: U.S. Department of Energy Alternative Fuels Data Center, 

www.afdc.energy.gov/stations/#/find/nearest.  

 

 

http://www.veloz.org/
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/stations/#/find/nearest
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County there are currently approximately 2,200 electric vehicles on the road, and close to 100 

public charging stations. 

 

The District has been involved in several collaborative planning efforts to promote electric 

vehicle adoption in the tri-counties area. One such effort that the District is a part of is Plug-in 

Central Coast (PCC), which was initiated in 2011 as the regional plug-in electric vehicle council 

for Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo and Ventura Counties. In 2014, the PCC steering committee 

obtained grants from the U.S. Department of Energy and the California Energy Commission to 

prepare a Plug-in Electric Vehicle Readiness Plan for the Central Coast in order to guide the 

development of electric vehicle charging infrastructure for the tri-counties area. Building off of 

that readiness plan, PCC is currently collaborating on another California Energy Commission 

grant entitled Central Coast Go-Zero: Zero Emission Vehicle Readiness Implementation in the 

Tri-Counties. These planning efforts have coincided well with the EVCS Program over the years, 

helping to guide the District’s outreach efforts and identify locations with the greatest need for 

EVCS infrastructure. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

On December 19, 2011, your Board established the EVCS Program with an initial budget of 

$100,000 to be expended on projects with public entities. On December 17, 2015 your Board 

adopted Resolution No. 15-26 to delegate authority to the Control Officer to enter into grant 

agreements to provide funding to public entities, tax-exempt nonprofit organizations, and private 

entities for the EVCS program. At that time, an additional $200,000 was authorized by the Board 

for the EVCS program, with not more than $50,000 to be expended on private entities, not more 

than $100,000 to be expended on private and nonprofit entities combined, and up to $200,000 to 

be expended on public entities. For private entities, the maximum funding amount was set at 

$7,500 and $15,000 towards the purchase and/or installation of a Level 2 or Level 3 charging 

station, respectively.  For nonprofit and public entities, the maximum funding amount was set at 

$10,000 and $20,000 towards the purchase and/or installation of a Level 2 or Level 3 charging 

station, respectively. The District also established station siting requirements, including location 

and 24/7 accessibility. Resolution 15-26 includes the grant program requirements and is included 

as Attachment A, for reference.  

 

Since its inception in 2011, the EVCS program has provided funding to 25 electric vehicle 

charging stations throughout Santa Barbara County. A summary of the EVCS program grants 

issued to date is included in the table below. This table demonstrates that the $100,000 limit for 

private and nonprofit entity projects was expended. 
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EV Charging Station Program Summary 

Grantee Type Equipment Amount 

City of Santa Barbara (SB Harbor) Public Level 2 (2 stations, 2 ports)  $      7,949  

UCSB (Lot #18 / Lot #22) Public Level 2 (4 stations, 8 ports)  $    16,344  

Peabody Charter School Public Level 2 (1 station, 2 ports)  $    19,295  

City of Goleta Public Level 3 (1 station, 2 ports)  $    17,283  

UCSB (Lot #10) Public Level 2 (4 stations, 8 ports)  $    34,364  

City of Guadalupe Public Level 2 (1 station, 2 ports)  $      6,292  

US Green Vehicle Council: 

Buellton Sideways Inn Nonprofit 

Level 2 (1 station, 2 ports) 

Level 3 (1 station, 1 port)  $    30,000  

US Green Vehicle Council: 

Lompoc Embassy Suites Nonprofit 

Level 2 (1 station, 2 ports) 

Level 3 (1 station, 1 port)  $    30,000  

US Green Vehicle Council: 

Santa Maria Travelodge Nonprofit 

Level 2 (1 station, 2 ports) 

Level 3 (1 station, 1 port)  $    30,000  

BMW of Santa Maria Private Level 3 (2 stations, 2 ports)  $    10,000  

Goleta Water District Public Level 2 (1 station, 2 ports)  $    10,000  

Santa Barbara MTD Public Level 2 (1 station, 2 ports)  $      4,000  

SBCC (Lot 5-4) Public Level 2 (2 stations, 4 ports)  $    20,000  

 Balance       $  235,527  

 

 

Over the past few years, staff has received significant interest in grant funding from private and 

tax-exempt nonprofit owners of multi-unit dwellings. According to the U.S. Department of 

Energy, drivers of electric vehicles do more than 80% of their charging at home 

(www.energy.gov/eere/electricvehicles/charging-home). Increasing the availability of electric 

vehicle charging stations at multi-unit dwellings provides Santa Barbara County residents with 

more transportation fueling options and allows for additional reductions of mobile source 

emissions. This provides a direct community health benefit, and also helps achieve the District’s 

clean air goals. 

 

The Board-approved budget for Fiscal Year 2018-19 includes a total of $135,000 earmarked for 

the expansion of electric vehicle infrastructure throughout the region. Today, staff proposes that 

the prior EVCS Program spending limit be replaced with a new limit that is equal to the 

$135,000 budgeted amount. Staff proposes that this funding be allocated to public entity projects, 

and also to private and tax-exempt nonprofit entity projects as long as those projects are located 

at multi-unit dwellings with at least 20 units. All program requirements, including individual 

grant amount limits and the requirement for charging stations to be publicly accessible on a 24/7 

basis, will continue to apply. 

  

https://www.energy.gov/eere/electricvehicles/charging-home
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

The fiscal impact to expand the EVCS program is an amount not to exceed $135,000, and was 

included in the Fiscal Year 2018-19 budget approved by your Board at the June 21, 2018 

meeting. This program utilizes local mitigation funds. 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

 EVCS Infrastructure Program Board Resolution No. 15-26 






































